U. S. Department of Labor Occupational Safety and Health Administration
Atlanta-West Area Office

2400 Herodian Way, Suite 250

Smyrna, Georgia 30080

(770) 984-8700

Fax (770) 984-8855

Dear Employer:

Do you know how many construction workers were fatally injured on-the-job in Georgia in
2008? Too many families and friends experienced the death of a loved one -- someone who
went to work on a construction site in the morning and did not return to their families at the end
of the day. The Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) investigated 20
construction deaths in Georgia during 2008,

Enclosed is information about worker deaths at Georgia construction sites in 2008, Please take
the time to read the material and pass on this information to others. Pay particular attention to
the industries you are involved in or deal with, because the next statistic may be someone you
know.

As the “Age of Deceased” column below shows, a total of sixty percent (60%) of the
construction workers killed on the job were 40 years old or older. In comparison, a total of
seventy-seven percent (77%) of the Latino construction workers killed on the job were younger
than 40 years old. The “Employees Company Wide” column below shows, companies with 26
or more employees had 55% of the total construction fatalities. Also, 55% of the fatalities among
Latino construction workers occurred in those companies with 26 or more employees.

Age of Number of | Number of Employees Number of Latino
Deceased | Fatalities Latino Fatalities |Company Wide | Companies Fatalities
<20-29 5 (25%) 4 (44%) 1-10 6 (30%) 3 (33%)
30-39 3 (15%) 3 (33%) 11-25 3 (15%) 1 (11%)
40-49 7 (35%) 1(11%) 26-100 6 (30%) 3 (33%)
50 + 5(25%) 1 (11%) 101 + 5 (25%) 2 (22%)
20 9 20 9

It is to be noted that there was one employee as young as 16 years of age and another as old

as 64 years of age fatally injured during 2008 on a Georgia construction site.




Non-union companies accounted for 90% of the total fatalities and male workers were involved
in 100% of the construction fatalities. Latino’s accounted for 45% of the construction workers
who died.

Number of Number of Number of
Companies Workers Workers
Union 2(10%) Male 20 (100%) Latino 9 (45%)
Non 18 (90%) Female 0 Non-Latino 11 (55%)
Union
20 20 20

Being struck by or crushed by heavy equipment, building material, or moving vehicles caused
45% of the worker deaths. Seven of the nine fatalities were caused by an employee being struck
by or crushed by moving vehicles (two by an automobile, one by a track dozer and one by a skid
steer) or building material such as: steel columns, metal stairs/deck and a portion of a bridge
structure. One victim was struck by a tree and another by a back-up power supply cabinet.

Falls to lower levels caused 35% of the construction fatalities. Three of the seven falls happened
from the top of a residential or commercial roof while installing metal decking or while
removing the awning. Two falls happened while working in a manlift or bucket truck. One fall
happened during the demolition of an old escalator at a store and another while installing metal
framing and drywall to a ceiling.

Electrocutions caused 15% of the construction fatalities. All three electrocutions involved
contact with either an energized electrical switchgear, a pan system control cabinet or overhead
power lines.

One death resulted from burns/fire caused by a combustible dust explosion.

The chart below shows the type of accidents the fatalities were occurring in the construction
industry.

Construction | Number of | Number of
Fatalities Total Latino
Fatalities Fatalities
Struck by/ 9 (45%) 5(56%)
Crushed by
Fall 7(35%) 4 (44%)
Electrocution 3 (15%) 0
Burns/Fire 1 (5%) 0
i 20 9







